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The Anderson Report: Don't Let Frustration with 
2016 Election Season Disenfranchise You
BY IADA PRESIDENT BRUCE ANDERSON

I have had it with the 2016 election. 

That’s saying something because I am a political junkie. I mean I am a serious political junkie 
and always have been. When other kids in my neighborhood were collecting baseball cards 
and Hot Wheels cars, I was working on my political button and bumper sticker collection. But 
like nearly everyone I know, I am absolutely fed up with this year’s election and anxious to 
have it over. That’s dangerous because people who are sick of the process are less likely to 
vote and otherwise engage with their government. 

There are three things that IADA and the Iowa automobile retailing industry need you to do 
even though you are sick and tired of this election that has been going on for over a year. I’ll 
circle back and explain why each is so important, but for 
those of you who are skimmers or plan to finish reading 
this column later, here they are: 

1. Vote and encourage your employees and co-
workers to vote, too.

2. Tell me if a legislator is a friend or regular customer.
3. Let me know if you are interested in running for the 

Iowa legislature.

Even though polls indicate that many voters are 
dissatisfied with both major party presidential nominees, 
the ballot is full of other contests that vitally matter to the continued success and profitability 
of your dealership. The entire Iowa House of Representatives and half of the Iowa Senate is 
up for election next month. These are the men and women who will literally govern Iowa for 
the next two years, making important decisions on all kinds of policy matters. They are also 
local and well known to voters who work in automobile dealerships. I’m confident that people 
who work in dealerships will get it right when they get to the voting booth. It’s important that 
they do. 

Every single person who serves in the Iowa legislature knows and trusts someone in an Iowa 
automobile dealership. It’s because they have purchased from you, they are your neighbor, 
your friends, or you belong to the same civic, social, and religious organizations. Even though 
your association and its registered lobbyists (including me) enjoy good working relationships 
with most state legislators, these folks know and trust the men and women who work in local 
dealerships. IADA needs to know who you know in order to get legislators in touch with the 
right person when important legislation is moving. Call, text, or email me and let me know 
which legislators you have a relationship with and how you know them. 

As much as I hate to think about it, the next general election has already started. The folks 
who recruit candidates for state legislature are already having conversations on that topic 
and potential candidates who will be running in the 2020 Iowa caucuses are already making 
quiet trips to our state. I know of only one person in the Iowa legislature who has ever worked 
at a franchised dealership. The lawyers, teachers, farmers, soldiers, and community activists 
who hold those seats today bring a broad variety of backgrounds and talents to the general 
assembly, but the people of Iowa would be well served by a state legislator (or two or five or 
ten) who have the experience and skills associated with being an automobile dealer. If you 
have even a passing interest in being a state legislator, I’d love to talk with you about it.

My email address is banderson@iada.com and you can call or text me at 515.401.7346.

The ballot is full of other 
contests that vitally 

matter to the continued 
success and profitability 

of your dealership.
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McGraths Purchase Hyundai 
Franchise from Dubuque Auto Plaza
McGrath Family of Dealerships has purchased the Hyundai 
franchise in Dubuque from Dubuque Auto Plaza. The Hyundai 
dealership will relocate to the same facility as McGrath 
Volkswagen of Dubuque, 2075 Holliday Drive. The dealership 
will now be known as McGrath Volkswagen Hyundai of 
Dubuque.

Dealers Named 'Best of the Best' by 
Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier
Congratulations to the IADA member dealerships who were 
named to the Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier Best of the Best list. 

• ATV Dealer: Silver Eagle Harley-Davidson/Yamaha 
(Waterloo)

• Auto Body Repair: Rydell Chevrolet (Waterloo), Deery 
Brothers Collision Center (Cedar Falls)

• Auto Dealership: Bill Colwell Ford (Hudson), Rydell 
Chevrolet, Community Motors (Cedar Falls)

• Auto Service: Rydell Chevrolet, Dan Deery Motors 
(Waterloo), Bill Colwell Ford

• Automotive Salesperson: Mike Potter of Rydell Chevrolet, 
Sebastian Hansen of Witham Auto Centers (Waterloo), 
David Maxson, Jr.  of Dan Deery Toyota (Cedar Falls)

• Brake Service: Rydell Chevrolet, Bill Colwell Ford
• Motorcycle: Silver Eagle Harley-Davidson/Yamaha
• Oil Change Service: Rydell Chevrolet, Dan Deery Motors, 

John Deery Motors (Cedar Falls)
• Transmissions: Rydell Chevrolet, Witham Auto Centers

Business Record Names Dealers to 
'Best of Des Moines' List
Congratulations to the dealers named to the Best of Des Moines 
list by the Business Record.

• Best Auto Dealership: Willis Auto Campus (Clive), Bob 
Brown Auto (Ankeny and Urbandale), Karl Chevrolet 
(Ankeny)

• Best Place for Auto Repairs: Willis Auto Campus

Obituary: Former Dealer Doug Bemis
Doug Bemis, who was dealer principal of the former Doug 
Bemis Auto Mall (Muscatine) passed away September 28.  
A celebration of life service was held on October 1. Memorials 
may be made to the University of Iowa Hospital and Clinic 
Transplant Program. 

Tyson Veit of Larry Beckman Motors (Odebolt) presents Sac County Youth 
Coordinator Steph Erpelding and members of Sac County 4-H with a check for 
$5,720.

Larry Beckman Motors Raises Funds 
for 4-H Building
Larry Beckman Motors (Odebolt) donated $5,720 to Sac 
County 4-H after a Drive 4 UR Community event. The money will 
be used to place air-conditioning units in the 4-H building at the 
Sac County Fairgrounds.

TJ Pingel Named to Fort Dodge 
Messenger's 10 Under 40 List
Congratulations to TJ Pingel, general manager of Shimkat 
Motor Co. (Fort Dodge) on being named to the Fort Dodge 
Messenger's 10 Under 40 list. The list was compiled by The 
Messenger, The Greater Fort Dodge Growth Alliance, and Fort 
Dodge Young Professionals.

O'Halloran International Co-Sponsors 
Pre-Winter Vehicle Check Up
O'Halloran International (Altoona) co-sponsored an event 
to help build relationships between the public and police. 
Community members were invited to bring their vehicles to North 
High School in Des Moines on October 8 to get their windshield 
wipers and lights fixed free of charge—helping citizens maintain 
their vehicles and avoid getting tickets. 

O'Halloran International worked with Des Moines Public Schools, 
Urban Dreams, the Des Moines Police Department, and Quality 
Services Corporation for the event.

If you have dealership news to share, let Brittany Bungert know. Send her an email or call 515.440.7620.

Dealer News

https://issuu.com/wcfcourier/docs/bestofthebest-2016/1
http://www.businessrecord.com/Content/Specialty-Products/Specialty-Product-List/Article/Best-of-Des-Moines/177/839/48603
http://www.businessrecord.com/Content/Specialty-Products/Specialty-Product-List/Article/Best-of-Des-Moines/177/839/48603
http://www.kirbyandfamily.com/obituaries/Douglas-Bemis/#!/Obituary
https://issuu.com/messengernews/docs/10under40_pgs_2016
https://issuu.com/messengernews/docs/10under40_pgs_2016
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/crime-and-courts/2016/09/16/pre-winter-vehicle-check-up-north-high-school-urban-dreams/90479344/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/crime-and-courts/2016/09/16/pre-winter-vehicle-check-up-north-high-school-urban-dreams/90479344/
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Biggest Registrations Increase  
September 2015 – September 2016

Make Sept. 
2015

Sept. 
2016

Increase Percent 
Increase

Subaru 383 432 49 12.79%
Lincoln 57 76 19 33.33%
Volvo 20 33 13 65%
Jaguar 4 9 5 125%
Mazda 171 175 4 2.34%
Maserati 0 3 3 N/A
Fiat 10 12 2 20%
Land 
Rover

16 17 1 6.25%

Biggest Registrations Decrease  
September 2015 – September 2016

Make Sept. 
2015

Sept. 
2016

Decrease Percent 
Decrease

Ford 3,072 2,188 -884 -28.78%
Chevrolet 3,209 2,441 -768 -23.93%
Toyota 1,548 1,183 -365 -23.58%
GMC 713 399 -314 -44.04%
Hyundai 623 346 -277 -44.46%
Honda 923 708 -215 -23.29%
Kia 472 361 -111 -23.52%
Buick 380 272 -108 -28.42%
Jeep 832 761 -71 -8.53%
Ram 597 533 -64 -10.72%
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September New Vehicle Registrations

September New Vehicle Registrations Down 22% from 2015
Iowans registered 12,049 new vehicles during the month of September, the lowest number for the month since 11,716 vehicles were 
registered in September 2013. The total for September 2016 was down 22% from the 15,452 new vehicles registered in Iowa in 
September 2015. 

IADA obtains new vehicle registration reports from Reg-Trak Inc. For more information on how you can order your own customized 
reports, contact Scott Quimby at 877.335.2525.

source: Reg-Trak Inc.

mailto:scott%40reg-trak.com?subject=
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Community college auto instructors and members of the Iowa Automobile Dealers Foundation 
for Education board of directors discuss how the foundation can best help students and 
automotive technology programs. Back row: Tom Arends of Scott Community College, Greg 
Lawrence of Hawkeye Community College. Middle row: Chuck Ball of Northwest Community 
College, Joe Cusic of Northeast Community College, Jason Jacobson of Iowa Lakes 
Community College. Front row: Jason Willis of Willis Auto Campus (Clive), Blake Colwell 
of Bill Colwell Ford (Hudson), and Danny Wilson of Wilson Toyota (Ames).

IAD Foundation Board Meets 
with Auto Instructors
The Iowa Automobile Dealers Foundation for Education board of directors 
held its fall meeting on Friday, October 7 in conjunction with a community 
college automotive instructor continuing education day sponsored by the 
foundation.

During the meeting, the board of directors approved awarding up to 15 
$2,000 scholarships to students for the 2017–2018 academic year. They 
approved a new grant program for community college automotive programs 
and discussed the needs of automotive technology programs, including 
how to encourage students to enter the field, with representatives from the 
community colleges.

In addition to the board meeting, auto instructors had the opportunity to 
take part in continuing education seminars in three areas of expertise: 
auto tech, collision, and diesel. 

Foundation board member Mike Clemons of Clemons Chevrolet (Marshalltown) speaks 
during the meeting on Friday, October 7. Back row: Erik Glass of Iowa Valley Community 
College, Kevan Bogert of Indian Hills Community College, John Russell of Des Moines Area 
Community College. Middle row: Clemons, IADA CFO Al Voorhees. Front row: Scott Deter 
of Deter Motor Co. (Atlantic).

NADA Releases Updated Wage 
and Hour Management Guide
NADA has released A Dealer Guide to Federal Wage 
and Hour, Child Labor, and Wage Discrimination 
Compliance. The guide is available on the NADA 
website and is free for NADA members. Non-members 
can obtain a copy for $129.

Dealers Potentially 
Impacted by Military 
Lending Act Amendment
Dealers are potentially impacted by the recent 
amendment the Department of Defense made to the 
Military Lending Act. Law firm Covington & Burling LLP 
wrote an article, "Are Auto Dealers Required to Comply 
with the Amended Military Lending Act Regulation?" on 
behalf of NADA. NADA and IADA will update dealers 
when additional information is available.

Deadlines Approaching for 
Class Action Settlements
Iowa dealers may be eligible to receive money as part 
of a second group of settlements providing benefits 
to eligible dealers from the Automotive Parts Antitrust 
Litigation. The opt-out and objection deadline for the 
settlement is October 28, 2016 and the deadline for 
filing a claim is April 28, 2017.

Detailed information, including how to file a claim, can 
be found at AutoDealerSettlement.com.

CPR Training Units 
Available for Donation
Two CPR training unit donations remain for Iowa 
dealers to donate to worthy community organizations 
through the National Automobile Dealers Charitable 
Foundation (NADCF) Medical Grants program. Each 
year, Iowa dealers can donate up to 12 CPR training 
units. Ten units have been donated so far in 2016 
to organizations including Decatur County Hospital 
EMS, Belle Plaine Schools, Mechanicsville Fire and 
Ambulance Department, and Opportunity Village.

Download the application.

The application and donation process is simple. The 
organization in need should fill out the application and 
email it to mcason@iada.com. IADA will coordinate 
with NADCF to process and approve the application, 
and, following approval, will work with the dealership 
to arrange a donation presentation and promote the 
donation to local media. 

For more information, contact Mary Cason at 
515.440.7625 or mcason@iada.com.

http://universityonline.nada.org/login.aspx?cid=DA4608E862694C43BCC8095FD4374DEE
http://universityonline.nada.org/login.aspx?cid=DA4608E862694C43BCC8095FD4374DEE
https://images.magnetmail.net/images/clients/NADA/attach/Alert_DOD_MLA_Guidance_docx.pdf
https://images.magnetmail.net/images/clients/NADA/attach/Alert_DOD_MLA_Guidance_docx.pdf
http://autodealersettlement.com/
https://www.nada.org/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=21474837966
mailto:mcason%40iada.com?subject=
mailto:mcason%40iada.com?subject=
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Discounted Tickets Available for 
Iowa vs. Nebraska Football Game
IADA members and their employees can purchase discounted tickets to 
the Iowa vs. Nebraska football game on Friday, November 25. The special 
ticket price for IADA members is $58 for adults and $25 for children high 
school age or younger. Kickoff for the game will be at 11 a.m. on Friday, 
November 25.

Purchase tickets.

Share Suggestions for 
2017 Legislative Agenda
Is your dealership facing a problem that requires a 
legislative fix? IADA needs to hear about it.

The IADA board of directors will establish the 2017 
legislative agenda during its meeting on November 18. 
Contact Bruce Anderson to share suggestions for the 
board to consider.

Register for the 2017 NADA 
Convention in New Orleans
The National Automobile Dealers 
Association will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary at the 2017 Convention 
and Expo, which will be held January 
26–29 in New Orleans.

Learn more and register for the 
convention.

Hotels are quickly filling up, and 21 
hotels in the convention block are 
sold out. Attendees are encouraged 
to register for the convention and 
make their hotel reservations soon.

Speakers at the convention include 
Ford Motor Co. President and CEO 
Mark Fields, comedian Jim Gaffigan 
and double-amputee Amy Purdy.

Dealer Deadline: Above Ground 
Storage Tank Registration
Any above ground petroleum (gas, diesel, and oil) 
storage tank with a capacity of more than 1,100 gallons 
must be registered with the Iowa State Fire Marshall 
and be affixed with a permanent registration tag. The 
annual registration fee is $20. 

All new tanks must be registered within 30 days of 
installation (the late registration fee is $25.00) and 
every year thereafter. Annual registrations must be 
submitted on or before October 31 each year to avoid 
penalty. The registration form can be downloaded from 
the Department of Public Safety website.

Tanks that do not need to be registered include:
• Tanks with a storage capacity of 1,100 gallons or 

less.
• Tanks storing heating oil for consumption on the 

property where it is stored.
• Underground storage tanks defined by Code of 

Iowa Section 455B.471.
• Flow-through process tanks or tanks containing 

regulated substances (other than motor vehicle 
fuel for transportation purposes) used as part of a 
manufacturing process, system, or facility.

Additional information is available from the State Fire 
Marshall Division.

Thieves Using EFT, 
ACH to Steal
Two Iowa attorneys recently had significant sums 
of money stolen from their trust accounts through 
electronic funds transfer (EFT) or automated clearing 
house (ACH) withdrawal. Although we are unaware of 
an Iowa dealership falling victim to a similar crime, it is 
a good reminder to ensure your business' electronic 
banking practices are designed to keep your accounts 
secure. Dealerships should discuss security measures 
with their banks as well as review and update current 
practices with employees who have access to the 
dealership's accounts.

Sen. Grassley Visits Willis Auto Campus
Senator Chuck Grassley held a town hall meeting with Willis Auto 
Campus (Clive) employees on Monday, October 10. During the meeting, 
the senator covered topics ranging from franchise laws and the CFPB to 
estate taxes and the presidential debate.

http://twitter.com/IowaADA
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/105602176721741904571/105602176721741904571/posts
https://www.facebook.com/IowaAutomobileDealers/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/IowaAutomobileDealers/?fref=ts
https://bravosportsmarketing.com/product/iada-iowa-football-tickets/
mailto:banderson%40iada.com?subject=
https://convention.nada.org/
https://convention.nada.org/
http://www.dps.state.ia.us/fm/inspection/flammable/PDFs/Aboveground_Tank_Registration_Form.pdf
http://www.dps.state.ia.us/fm/inspection/flammable/PDFs/Aboveground_Tank_Registration_Form.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/ACO/IC/LINC/Section.455B.471.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/ACO/IC/LINC/Section.455B.471.pdf
http://www.dps.state.ia.us/fm/inspection/flammable/index.shtml
http://www.dps.state.ia.us/fm/inspection/flammable/index.shtml
https://convention.nada.org/

