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The Action Update newsletter is published 
every other week by the Iowa Automobile 
Dealers Association. To add people to our 
distribution list or share suggestions for 
future articles, contact Brittany Bungert at 
515.440.7620.
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Iowa Automobile Dealers 
Foundation for Education 
Scholarship Applications Due

April 5, 2019
IADA Centennial Gala
Des Moines
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Vice Chairman
Mike Clemons
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President
Bruce Anderson

Secretary
John Gookin
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Treasurer
Jeff Finch
Wes Finch Auto Plaza

Immediate Past Chairman
Jim O’Halloran
O’Halloran International Inc.

The IADA Board of Directors met in Des Moines on Friday, November 9.

IADA Board Meets, Discusses 
2019 Legislative Agenda
The IADA Board of Directors met 
to establish the association’s 2019 
legislative agenda on Friday, November  
9 in Des Moines.

Items discussed during the legislative 
discussion include rental and loaner 
exemptions, the warranty reimbursement 
statute, used automobile dealer 
education, and vehicle exports. 

IADA will keep members apprised of 
legislative issues and developments 
throughout the upcoming session both 
through the Action Update newsletter and 
legislative bulletins, as needed. Please 
let IADA know by emailing bbungert@
iada.com if you would like to add anyone 
to the distribution list for those emails.

 
The Clemons family joined the IADA Board of Directors 
for a dinner to celebrate the nomination of Pat Clemons 
of Pat Clemons Inc.  (Boone) for the prestigious TIME 
Dealer of the Year award on Thursday, November 8.
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The Anderson Report: Time to 
Make New Friends
BY IADA PRESIDENT BRUCE ANDERSON

It is time to make some new friends. At least that is how I look at the results 
of our recent election. And don’t you dare stop reading now! I know, I know. 
You are sick to death of this election and you have had it with politics. I am 
sick of it too, and even though I am a political junkie, I’ve also had it with 
politics. But that is sort of my point. The time for politics is over for a while. 
It is time to govern. Automobile dealers and their friends have a key role, 
stake, and voice in governing. 

Please notice that I saidd our friends. We have a lot of friends in the Iowa 
legislature but many of them will no longer be there when the next General 
Assembly convenes in January. There were 21 incumbents who decided 
not to run for re-election this year and six legislators seeking re-election 
were defeated. That means that there are 27 new friends for us to make.

I mentioned this to a dealer recently and he asked how many of those new 
members are Republicans. I could tell from the tone in his voice that he 
had already written off the new Democrats. Maybe even worse, I could tell 
that he was taking the new Republicans for granted. We cannot do either. 

Here is what I’m talking about—Democratic state Senator Tod Bowman 
who is a public school teacher in Maquoketa lost his bid for re-election. At 
first glance you would not think he’d be a natural ally for business interests 
like automobile dealers. But once he got to know you and your business 
model, he was a key supporter of IADA initiatives. In his roles through the 
years as chairman and later ranking member of the Senate Transportation 
committee that was a big deal. An unlikely friend to automobile dealers will 
no longer be in the state senate.

The other side of that coin is Sioux City Republican Rick Bertrand who 
was  defeated at the polls last week. Senator Bertrand is an entrepreneur, 
a small business owner, and a believer in free markets. He is also a vocal 
proponent of repealing Iowa’s ban on Sunday sales of automobiles—a 
statute that is much favored by auto retailers in this state. A friend of 
automobile dealers with whom we sometimes disagreed will no longer be 
in the state senate.

My point is that it takes effort, 
discipline and initiative to make 
friends. And we need to make 
friends on both sides of the political 
aisle in the Iowa legislature. It’s a 
truism because it’s true: We can 
never have too many friends. It is up 
to you and me together. We need to 
make certain that every single Iowa 
legislator (especially the 27 new 
ones) has an automobile dealer that 
he or she considers a friend. Which 
Iowa legislators are your friends? 
Please shoot me a text or email and 
let me know who you know, so I can 
drop your name when I’m meeting 
new friends. My email address is 
banderson@iada.com and my cell 
number is 515.401.7346.

Dealer News
Brown’s West Branch Donates 
to Local Elementary School
Brown’s West Branch Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram  
donated $2,160 to Hoover Elementary School in West 
Branch as part of the Chrysler Cars for Classrooms 
program.

Dahl Ford Donates 
Refurbished Car to Veteran
Just in time for Veteran’s Day, Dahl Ford (Davenport) 
partnered with other organizations to donate a 
refurbished vehicle to a Navy veteran. Body shop 
employees donated their time to repair the vehicle.

Senator Grassley Writes 
Column for Iowa Auto Dealer
Fall/Winter 2018 Issue Arriving Soon
Senator Chuck Grassley penned a column and posed 
for the cover of the Fall/Winter 2018 issue of Iowa Auto 
Dealer, which should be arriving at your dealership 
soon.

If you don’t receive a copy or would like to add 
someone to the Iowa Auto Dealer distribution list, email 
bbungert@iada.com.

Is your new senator 

or representative 

a friend, relative, 

or customer? Let 

IADA President 

Bruce Anderson 

know of any 

connections you 

may have. 
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Preliminary Model Year 
2019 Fuel Economy 
Guide Available
The preliminary Fuel Economy Guide for Model Year 
2019 is available from the Department of Energy. 
Environmental Protection Agency regulations require 
that copies of the Fuel Economy Guide for each 
model year of new vehicles you are selling must be 
prominently displayed and available to the public. 
Dealers may have printed copies available or provide 
access to the electronic version of the guide.

You can download an electronic copy of the Fuel 
Economy Guide (as well as revised versions of past 
guides) online at FuelEconomy.gov.

Regulatory Refresh: 
Dealerships Must 
Keep D-Plate Log
Iowa Department of Transportation auditors are in 
the field and one of the things they look for when 
visiting dealerships is a dealer plate log.

As noted in the September 19, 2018 Action Update 
article “Three Lists Your Dealership Must Have,” Iowa 
Code §321.62 requires that “Every transporter or 
dealer shall keep a written record of the vehicles 
upon which such special plates are used, 
which record shall be open to inspection by any 
police officer or any officer or employee of the 
department.”

The log must be written and available for 
inspection. It should contain a list of d-plates, 
when the d-plate was signed out and returned and 
what vehicle it was on.

Contact IADA President Bruce Anderson at 
banderson@iada.com with questions.

Renewal Time: Dealer License, 
Bonds, and Used Dealer Education
Dealer licenses expire December 31
Every motor vehicle dealer license in Iowa expires on December 31. There 
is no grace period or process for reinstatement if you neglect to get your 
renewal in on time. If you fail to renew your license, you will have to restart 
the dealer license application process and title and register every vehicle 
in your inventory—including paying the 5% fee on new registration for 
every vehicle.

Make sure you have completed or are in the process of completing the 
renewal of your bond, license, and, if applicable, the dealer education 
course required of used dealers.

Dealer Bonds
Iowa dealers must renew their dealer bonds before the end of the year. 
Dealerships in IADA’s dealer bond program should have received an 
invoice for their 2019 bonds. Contact bonds@iada.com with questions 
about the status of your bond or your invoice.

Dealer License
The DOT is strongly encouraging dealers to renew their licenses online. 
Make sure to renew any additional licenses or registrations in addition to 
your motor vehicle dealer license, including for boats and trailers. If you 
are primarily a car dealer but intend to take motorcycles in on trade, make 
sure you list motorcycles on your license application, as well.

Used Motor Vehicle Dealer Education
All used motor vehicle dealerships not owned by a franchised dealership 
must complete the five-hour continuing education course conducted by the 
Iowa Independent Automobile Dealers Association. At least one individual 
associated with the used motor vehicle dealership as an owner, principal, 
corporate officer, director, or member or partner of an LLC or LLP must 
complete the course. The certificate of course completion or a copy of 
the certificate must be posted conspicuously in the principal office of the 
dealership. Failure to display the certificate may be grounds for license 
revocation. 

Centennial Gala Tickets On Sale
Nearly half of the tickets to the IADA Centennial Gala are sold and the 
limited IADA room block is half-full as well. The Centennial Gala will be 
at the Hilton Des Moines Downtown on April 5, 2019 and will feature a 
celebration of Iowa’s automobile dealers, including a keynote speech by 
NFL Hall of Fame quarterback Terry Bradshaw.

To order tickets, fill out the online form or call 800.869.1900 and ask to 
speak with Mary Cason.
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October New Vehicle Registrations

October New Vehicle Registrations Down 10.57%
Iowans registered 12,616 new vehicles in October, down 10.57% from the same month in 2017. The total number of new vehicles 
registered so far in 2018 is 116,490, down 0.76% from the same point last year.

IADA obtains new vehicle registration reports from Reg-Trak Inc. For more information on how you can order your own customized 
reports, contact Scott Quimby at 877.335.2525.

Biggest Registration Increases 
October 2017–October 2018

Make October 
2017

October 
2018

Change Percent 
Change

Jeep 812 897 85 10.47%

Tesla 14 99 85 607.14%

Honda 773 855 82 10.61%

Hyundai 324 382 58 17.9%

Volkswagen 166 195 29 17.47%

BMW 59 66 7 11.86%

Lexus 127 130 3 2.36%

Acura 48 49 1 2.08%

Alfa 
Romeo

3 4 1 33.33%

Source: Reg-Trak Inc.

Biggest Registration Decreases 
October 2017–October 2018

Make October 
2017

October 
2018

Change Percent 
Change

Chevrolet 3,306 2,597 -709 -21.45%

Ford 2,537 2,169 -368 -14.51%

Nissan 816 655 -161 -19.73%

Toyota 1,342 1,244 -98 -7.3%

GMC 620 539 -81 -13.06%

Kia 465 400 -65 -13.98%

Buick 311 250 -61 -19.61%

Chrysler 251 191 -60 -23.9%

Mitsubishi 97 47 -50 -51.55%

Dodge 284 245 -39 -13.73%
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