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The Anderson Report: Exercising Your Rights 
BY IADA PRESIDENT BRUCE ANDERSON

It was so good to see all of you at the IADA Town Meetings that wrapped up recently. We 
saw dealers and key personnel from nearly 75% of Iowa’s franchised automobile dealerships 
and interacted with right at half of Iowa’s legislators over the course of those two weeks. 
We changed up the format this year and may change it even more next year. We focused 
on fewer topics and trimmed the length from two hours to ninety minutes. We also cut the 
PowerPoint slide deck in half and went to a couple of towns we hadn’t been to in years.

And we are just getting started with the changes. 
IADA staff has already debriefed and we’re bubbling 
over with ideas about how to make next year’s Town 
Meetings even more meaningful and productive. That 
topic is on the agenda for next week’s IADA board of 
directors meeting, and I want to know what you think, 
too. I especially want to know what you think if you 
weren’t there this year.

You may be wondering why in the world I’m worrying 
about next year’s Town Meetings when we’ve barely 
completed this year’s. The answer is that these things energize me; they energize your 
association; and I want to make them even better. I suppose it’s the natural result of spending 
time with so many highly motivated, successful, and entrepreneurial folks like you. But more 
importantly, it’s what associations do. We associate! 

It is easy to lose track of that essential point when everyone is so busy doing what we do 
every day. I get it. You’re busy running automobile dealerships and all that entails. Your day 
and your staff are filled with selling, financing, and servicing cars and trucks to Iowans. I 
keep pretty busy, too, and so do my co-workers at IADA, fulfilling our mission of pursuing 
your legislative and policy initiatives; producing and publishing automotive retailing guidance; 
improving, stocking, and selling forms, promotional materials, and dealer supplies; and a 
whole bunch of other stuff that you’ve told us to do. But we need to connect once in a while. 
We need to see each other. We need to talk. 

I’m rarely accused of having “big thoughts” but that is precisely what the Town Meetings are 
for and about. It literally rises to constitutional levels. Think about it. You are exercising your 
First and Fourteenth Amendment rights, including the right of free speech, right of assembly,  
and right to petition your government for redress of grievances when you join IADA and 
especially when you show up at an IADA Town Meeting. The US Supreme Court has ruled 
that “the freedom to engage in association for the advancement of beliefs and ideas is an 
inseparable aspect of the ‘liberty’ assured by the Due Process Clause.” 

Sure, we connect, communicate, and associate throughout the year, but these town meetings 
are the one opportunity each year where we gather. It’s a chance to intentionally look one 
another in the eye and talk about important issues that affect automotive retailing in Iowa and 
to establish and prioritize what your IADA government relations team is going to be working 
on in the next legislative session. 

Here’s the ask: If you weren’t at one of the meetings, please give me a call so we can talk 
about what you missed and you can give me your thoughts on some pressing legislative 
issues like electronic vehicle registration, including granting every county treasurer statewide 
jurisdiction; data security; warranty reimbursement; or anything else on your mind. If you were 
there, please give me a call, shoot me a text, or send me an email and let me know what I 
can do to improve the experience next year. My cell number is 515.401.7346 and my email 
address is banderson@iada.com. I’m anxious to hear from you.

You are exercising your 
First and Fourteenth 
Amendment rights... 
when you join IADA and 
especially when you  
show up at an IADA  
Town Meeting.

https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/357/449/#460
mailto:banderson%40iada.com?subject=
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Regulatory Refresh: 
Window Tint
Iowa law prohibits operation of a motor vehicle that 
is equipped with a windshield or side window to the 
immediate left or right of the driver which is tinted 
darker than a transparency of 70% light transmittance. 
The legally permissible level of tinting for windshields 
and front side windows in Iowa is essentially the level of 
tinting that comes from the factory. After-market tinting 
products on those windows is almost always illegal. 

There is a very narrow exception for drivers who have 
an Iowa DOT Form 432020 signed by a physician before 
July 4, 2012 that permits tinting to a transparency as 
low as 35% light transmittance but does not apply to 
vehicles acquired after July 3, 2012. Purported medical 
authorizations or physician letters signed after that date 
are not valid unless they are authorized by the Iowa 
DOT Office of Vehicle and Motor Carrier Services and 
replace a lost authorization which was issued before 
July 4, 2012. The Iowa Department of Transportation 
has issued guidance that can be provided to customers 
who believe they are eligible for window tinting because 
of a light sensitive medical condition.

Transparency of rear side windows and rear windows 
is not regulated and they may be tinted to any darkness 
level.

Odometer Statement Law 
Changing Effective Jan. 1
Current law requires the completion of an odometer 
statement when the title to any vehicle less than 10 
model years old is transferred. On December 31, 2019 
that law changes from 10 years to 20 years but only 
for vehicles that are model year 2010 or newer. That 
means that after December 31, odometer statements 
are not required for model year 2009 and older 
vehicles but that transfers of model year 2010 and 
newer vehicles will require an odometer statement 
until the vehicle is more than 20 model years old. The 
American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators 
is seeking a one-year delay in the law; IADA will keep 
you updated if it changes.

The vehicle’s date of manufacture is irrelevant for 
calculating whether an odometer statement is required. 
For example, there are 2010 model year vehicles that 
have a manufactured date in 2009. Those are 2010 
model year vehicles and are subject to the new 20 
year odometer statement requirement. There is no 
prohibition on completing and providing an odometer 
statement in transactions involving 2009 model year 
and older vehicles, but they may constitute material 
statements about the vehicle and create liability for 
misrepresentation if they are not accurate.

Motor vehicle dealers are required to retain copies of 
each odometer statement they issue or receive for five 
years. 

photo courtesy of Des Moines Area Community College

More than 200 students participated in the Automotive Skills Contest hosted at Des Moines 
Area Community College (DMACC) on November 5.

Students Compete in Auto Skills 
Contest, Attend Automotive Career Fair
Nearly 220 students from 16 high schools across Iowa competed in 
the first stage of the Des Moines Area Community College Automotive 
Skills Contest held November 5. IADA and the Iowa Automobile Dealers 
Foundation for Education co-sponsor the competition.

This year, a career fair was held in conjunction with the skills contest. 
Several IADA members and other businesses interested in hiring 
workers with automotive backgrounds talked with students about career 
opportunities following the competition.

The first portion of the skills contest consisted of a written test. The eight 
top scoring teams will advance to the hands-on stage, which will be held 
later this year.

The teams advancing to the final round are from:

• Ames/Ballard/South Hamilton High Schools

• Boone High School

• Collins-Maxwell/Colo-Nesco/North Polk/Roland-Story/West Marshall 
High Schools

• DMACC Ankeny Career Academy

• DMACC Perry Career Academy

• Le Mars High School

• Nevada High School

• Southwest Community College Career Academy

IADA and the IAD Foundation provide prizes for the winning teams 
and their schools. Prizes include tools, equipment, and automotive 
components. The winning team will also represent Iowa at the National 
Automotive Technology Competition, which will take place during the New 
York International Auto Show in the spring of 2020.

https://iowadot.gov/mvd/resources/windowtintingstandards.pdf
https://iowadot.gov/mvd/resources/windowtintingstandards.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/10/02/2019-20360/odometer-disclosure-requirements
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October New Vehicle Registrations Down 16%
Iowans registered 10,587 new vehicles in October, down 16% from the 12,616 new vehicles registered in October 2018. Year-to-
date, registrations are down 6.5%. A total of new 108,918 new vehicles have been registered through October 2019 compared to 
116,490 a year prior.

IADA obtains new vehicle registration reports from Reg-Trak Inc. For more information on how you can order your own customized 
reports, contact Scott Quimby at 877.335.2525.

Registration Increases  
October 2018–October 2019

Make October 
2018

October 
2019

Change Percent 
Change

Lincoln 58 72 14 24.14%

Mercedes-
Benz

53 63 10 18.87%

BMW 66 73 7 10.61%

Genesis 1 6 5 500.00%

Alfa Romeo 4 6 2 50.00%

Maserati 0 2 2 NA

Ferrari 0 1 1 NA

McLaren 0 1 1 NA

Smart 0 1 1 NA

Registration Decreases  
October 2018–October 2019

Make October 
2018

October 
2019

Change Percent 
Change

Chevrolet 2,597 2,212 -385 -14.82%

Ford 2,169 1,849 -320 -14.75%

Honda 855 633 -222 -25.96%

Nissan 655 435 -220 -33.59%

Toyota 1,244 1,053 -191 -15.35%

Jeep 897 799 -98 -10.93%

Hyundai 382 295 -87 -22.77%

Ram 624 563 -61 -9.78%

Chrysler 191 135 -56 -29.32%

Tesla 99 45 -54 -54.55%
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mailto:scott%40reg-trak.com?subject=

