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NEWSLETTER
October 13, 2021

Anderson Report: Solving the Staffing Shortage
BY IADA PRESIDENT BRUCE ANDERSON

Each year in the United States there are nearly three times as 
many automotive technician jobs that need to be filled as there 
are students graduating from automotive technology programs 
according to a recent study issued by TechForce Foundation. The 
report projects that there will be 127,679 new and replacement 
positions to be filled in the automotive technology, diesel 
technology, and collision repair fields this year. Post-secondary 
automotive, diesel, and collision training programs graduated 
54,280 students in 2018, the most recent year for which statistics 
were available when the report was issued. And graduations 
have been on the decline. 

I’m not sure how we are going to fill that gap but I’m pretty sure 
it’s not going to be with farm kids. That may seem like an odd 
angle on the problem, but let me tell you what I’m talking about. 
The Iowa Automobile Dealers Foundation for Education and 
DMACC recently co-hosted the annual Automotive Instructors 
Conference, and I sat in on a joint meeting of the foundation 
board of directors and the heads of each of Iowa’s community 
college automotive technology programs. 

This is such a cool annual event where a couple of dozen folks, all 
of whom are either automobile dealers or seasoned automotive 
technology instructors, discuss and strategize how best to 
address Iowa’s technician shortage and deploy the foundation’s 
resources toward meeting that objective. During the discussion 
one of the automotive instructors expressed some frustration 
over the drop-out/failure rate of students who aren’t mechanically 
inclined or well-versed in the basics of using automotive tools 
and equipment. The consensus of the group was that Iowa farm 
kids are more likely to succeed both in vocational-technology 
programs and in dealership service departments because they 
already have experience using tools and have been repairing 
things their entire lives. 

The somewhat lighthearted but sincere direction of the group 

was that the industry needs to encourage more farm kids to go 
into automotive technology as a career. While I could not agree 
more with that, I’m pretty certain that there just aren’t enough 
farm kids around to solve our staffing shortage in the service 
department. In 1982 there were 115,159 family farms in Iowa. 
In the most recent farm census conducted in 2019, there were 
only 85,300. It stands to reason that the number of farm kids 
has decreased along with the number of farms. Of course, many 
of those farm kids go into other professions, vocations, and 
pursuits, farming among them. 

So maybe the better question is not how are we going to find 
more farm kids, but how are we going to get the other potential 
students the skills and core knowledge that farm kids have. The 
position we are in is akin to hospitals bemoaning the fact that 
the biology and chemistry majors seem to do better in medical 
school than the history and English majors do. (Full disclosure: I 
double-majored in history and English.) 

Clearly, waiting until they show up on the first day of automotive 
technology class after high school graduation isn’t going to work 
to fill the empty service bays. But think about it. There are darn 
few law students who didn’t participate in mock trial and debate 
clubs when they were in high school and even middle school. 
Most journalists wrote for their high school newspaper before 
becoming reporters. We need to do the same with automotive 
careers.

How do we get tools in the hands of teenagers? How do we help 
non-traditional students like immigrants and second-career folks 
get the basic skills required to study for a career in automotive 
technology? And perhaps most importantly, what can IADA 
and its member dealership do to make those things happen? 
I sincerely want your thoughts and answers. Give me a call or 
shoot me an email. Let’s figure this out.
IADA President Bruce Anderson may be reached at banderson@iada.com or 
515.440.7630.

Town Meetings Underway; 
Week Two Registration Open 
The annual Town Meeting tour kicked off this week 
with meetings in West Des Moines and eastern Iowa.

The Town Meeting tour will continue next week with 
meetings in central and western Iowa. Registration is 
still open for those meetings. For more information, 
including dates, times, and locations, and to register 
visit iada.com/town-meetings.

IADA Director of Dealer Services Jessi White and President Bruce 
Anderson discuss e-forms during the West Des Moines Town Meeting.

https://techforce.org/techforce-releases-2020-technician-supply-demand-report/
mailto:banderson%40iada.com?subject=
https://iada.com/town-meetings/
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Dealer News
Vollmar Motors Sold to 
Total Motors
Total Motors (Le Mars) has purchased Vollmar 
Motors (Holstein), effective September 28. The 
dealership will continue to operate under the 
Vollmar Motors name. 

Gookin Ford Sales Sells to 
Karl Chevrolet
Carl Moyer of Karl Chevrolet (Ankeny) will acquire 
Gookin Ford Sales (Story City). The dealership will 
be renamed Karl Ford.

Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier 
Announces 2021 'Best of the 
Best'
The Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier recently 
announced the winners of its 2021 Best of the 
Best awards.

Bill Colwell Ford (Hudson) won best dealership, 
best detailing, and best service, was a runner up 
for best oil change, and swept the best salesperson 
category with the winner and two runners-up all 
working at the dealership.

Dan Deery Toyota won best oil change and was 
a runner up in the best dealership, best detailing, 
and best service categories.

Deery Brothers Collision Center won best body 
repair shop. 

Rydell Chevrolet was a runner up in the best 
dealership and best oil change categories.

Silver Eagle Harley-Davidson/Yamaha won best 
ATV/Motorcycle dealer.

Foundation Board Approves 
Scholarship, Grant Amounts for 2022
The Iowa Automobile Dealers Foundation for Education board of directors 
met on Friday, October 1 to approve the 2022 student scholarship and 
community college grant programs.

Scholarship Program
In the spring of 2022, the Foundation will award up to 25 scholarships of 
$2,500 each. Applications for the scholarships will be available beginning 
on December 1, 2021 at iada.com/scholarships.

Grant Program
The community college grant program will again award up to $60,000 in 
grants to automotive programs across the state. Applications will be sent 
to community colleges in early 2022.

To learn more about the Foundation, contact Executive Vice President 
Mary Cason at mcason@iada.com or 515.440.7625.

Iowa Senate Rejects First Redistricting Map 
with Party-Line Vote
The Iowa legislature will be holding a second special session on October 
28 after the Iowa Senate rejected the first redistricting map. The Senate 
voted 18-32 on party lines to have the Legislative Services Agency draft a 
second map for the legislature's approval.

Governor Kim Reynolds has called a second special session for legislators 
to consider the next map. As always, IADA Legislative Counsel Brad Epperly 
and his team from Nyemaster Goode PC will be representing dealers at the 
capitol while the legislature is in session. 

NADA Working on LIFO Solution
NADA is working with the Treasury Department and members of Congress 
on a solution to the unexpected tax liability facing dealers using the last-
in, first-out (LIFO) accounting method amidst the industry-wide inventory 
shortage.

For a detailed analysis of the issue, read NADA's issue brief "Temporary, 
Targeted Relief Necessary to Avoid Unexpected LIFO Recapture Resulting 
from Global Interruption of Vehicle Production."

In Memoriam
Jim Baier
Jim Baier of Jim Baier Inc. (Fort Madison) passed away 
on October 9. Jim served on the IAD Foundation for 
Education board from 1999 to 2002.
Dave Ostrem
Dave Ostrem, formerly of Dave Ostrem Imports (Des 
Moines), passed away on October 4. Dave was a leader 
in the industry, serving on the IADA board from 1978 
to 1987, including as chairman in 1985. 

Earl Kading
Earl Kading, husband of Dee Kading of Gabus 
Automotive Group, passed away in September.

Certified Ag Dealer Program Available
Iowa dealerships can become Certified Agriculture Dealerships through a 
program designed to benefit farm customers.

To learn more about the program visit dealer.certifiedagdealer.com/
dealer-insight.

Visit Las Vegas for NADA Show 2022
Registration is open for the 2022 NADA Show, which will be held in person 
in Las Vegas on March 10–13. 

The annual convention and expo will be valuable for dealers and managers, 
with opportunities ranging from attending education sessions and learning 
from keynote speakers to making connections with vendors at the expo. 

Learn more at show.nada.org.

https://www.facebook.com/karlchevrolet/photos/a.87982279703/10159564030079704/
https://www.facebook.com/karlchevrolet/photos/a.87982279703/10159564030079704/
https://issuu.com/wcfcourier/docs/2021-bestofthebest
https://issuu.com/wcfcourier/docs/2021-bestofthebest
https://iada.com/scholarships
mailto:mcason%40iada.com?subject=
https://marketing.nada.org/acton/ct/4712/s-1bac-2110/Bct/l-094b/l-094b:3/ct1_0/1/dav?sid=TV2%3AjmSKadA3w
https://marketing.nada.org/acton/ct/4712/s-1bac-2110/Bct/l-094b/l-094b:3/ct1_0/1/dav?sid=TV2%3AjmSKadA3w
https://marketing.nada.org/acton/ct/4712/s-1bac-2110/Bct/l-094b/l-094b:3/ct1_0/1/dav?sid=TV2%3AjmSKadA3w
https://www.kinglynk.com/obituaries/James-Jim-A-Baier?obId=22629292#/obituaryInfo
https://www.kinglynk.com/obituaries/James-Jim-A-Baier?obId=22629292#/obituaryInfo
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/obituaries/dmr116938
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/obituaries/dmr116938
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/obituaries/dmr116814
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/obituaries/dmr116814
https://dealer.certifiedagdealer.com/dealer-insight
https://dealer.certifiedagdealer.com/dealer-insight
https://show.nada.org/2022/attendee-registration/
https://show.nada.org/
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Regulatory Refresh: Fee for New Registration Exemptions
In specific circumstances, individuals or entities may be exempt 
from the fee for new registration. Here's what you need to know.

Native American Sales
"The following are exempt from the fee for new 
registration imposed under this subsection, 
as long as a valid affidavit is filed with the 
county treasurer at the time of application for 
registration: ... A vehicle delivered to a resident 
Native American Indian on the reservation.”

Iowa Code Section 321.105A.2(c)(18)

There are two scenarios involving Native American vehicle sales 
where the 5% fee for new registration is not due. 

The first is when a resident Native American takes delivery of the 
vehicle on a reservation. The only federally recognized reservation 
in Iowa is the Meskwaki Settlement of the Sac and Fox Nation 
in Tama County. Deliveries made on that reservation to Iowa 
residents who are bona fide members of a Native American tribe 
are exempt from the 5% fee for new registration. 

The Winnebago and Omaha nations also own land in Iowa that 
is not designated as a reservation. The governing bodies of 
those three Native American nations—Sac and Fox, Winnebago, 
and Omaha—are treated like municipal, county, and state 
governments for purposes of titling and registration and are 
exempt from the 5% fee for new registration regardless of where 
the vehicle delivery is made.

Sales to Charities and Non-Profit Entities
There is a limited list of charities and not-for-profit entities that 
are exempt from the 5% fee for new registration when purchasing 
motor vehicles in Iowa. The fact that the buyer is organized as 
a non-profit corporation or has received a designation as a 
charitable entity exempt from income tax is not determinative. 
Only entities on the list are exempt from the 5% fee for new 
registration. All others must pay the 5% fee for new registration. 

The purchases of vehicles by the following types 
of nonprofit corporations are exempt if (1) the 
vehicle is purchased for use by the nonprofit 
organization and (2) it takes title to the vehicle.

a. Community health centers as defined in 42 
USCA §254c.

b. Migrant health centers as defined in 42 USCA 
§254b.

c. Residential care facilities and intermediate 
care facilities for the intellectually disabled 
and residential care facilities for the mentally 
ill licensed by the Iowa Department of 
Inspections and Appeals under Iowa Code 
chapter 135C.

d. Residential facilities for intellectually disabled 
children licensed by the Iowa Department of 
Human Services under Iowa Code chapter 237. 
All residential facilities for child foster care 
licensed by the Iowa Department of Human 
Services under Iowa Code chapter 237, other 
than those maintained by “individuals” as 

defined in Iowa Code subsection 237.1(7), are 
eligible for the exemption.

e. Rehabilitation facilities that provide 
accredited rehabilitation services to persons 
with disabilities which are accredited by 
the Iowa Commission on Accreditation of 
Rehabilitation Facilities or the Accreditation 
Council on Services for People with 
Developmental Disabilities and other 
developmentally disabled persons and adult 
day care services approved for reimbursement 
by the Iowa Department of Human Services.

f. Community mental health centers accredited 
by the Iowa Department of Human Services 
under Iowa Code chapter 225c.

g. Nonprofit legal aid organizations.

h. Nonprofit private museums if used for 
educational, scientific, historic preservation, 
or aesthetic purpose.

i. Nonprofit hospitals licensed under Iowa 
Code chapter 135B in which the property will 
be used in the operation of such hospital.

j. Free-standing nonprofit hospice operating 
under 42C.F.R., Ch. 16, §418.3 and the 
purchases are used in the operation of the 
hospice program.

k. Statewide nonprofit organ procurement 
organization as defined in Iowa Code 
§142C.2.

l. Nonprofit organizations organized solely 
for the purpose of lending property to the 
general public for nonprofit purposes. To 
qualify for exemption, the vehicle purchased 
must be lent to the public.

m. Private nonprofit art centers located in Iowa.

n. Community action agencies as defined in 
Iowa Code section 216A.93.

Also included as exempt are any school, college, or university 
with students, faculty, and an established curriculum, a group of 
qualifying organizations acting in concert, or libraries.

Any “government unit or qualifying governmental corporation” 
is also exempt. 

Farmers
There is sometimes confusion over whether farmers are exempt 
from the 5% fee for new registration because the sale and 
rental of “farm machinery” is exempt from sales tax. However, 
the motor vehicles subject to registration, like pickup trucks, are 
not included in the statutory definition of “farm machinery” and 
are subject to the 5% fee for new registration. Any customer 
disputing this can be directed to Iowa Code Section 423.3(8)(a)
(3)(b) which states, “Vehicles subject to registration, as defined 
in section 423.1, or replacement parts for such vehicles are not 
eligible for this exemption.” 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/321.105A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/ACO/IC/LINC/2013.Section.423.3.PDF
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/ACO/IC/LINC/2013.Section.423.3.PDF
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September New Vehicle Registrations

September New Vehicle Registrations Down 12%
Iowans registered 9,017 new vehicles in September, down 12% from the 10,249 new vehicles registered in September 2020. Through 
the end of September, Iowans have registered 103,769 new vehicles, which is up 17.8% from the 88,104 new vehicles registered at 
the same point in 2020.

IADA obtains new vehicle registration reports from Reg-Trak Inc. For more information on how you can order your own customized 
reports, contact Scott Quimby at 877.335.2525.

Registration Decreases  
September 2020 – September 2021

Make Sept. 
2020

Sept. 
2021

Change Percent 
Change

Chevrolet 2,106 1,369 -737 -35.0%

Ford 1,793 1,431 -362 -20.2%

GMC 500 316 -184 -36.8%

Ram 608 506 -102 -16.8%

Chrysler 153 62 -91 -59.5%

Dodge 167 98 -69 -41.3%

Buick 256 217 -39 -15.2%

Volkswagen 154 120 -34 -22.1%

Lincoln 70 39 -31 -44.3%

Kia 384 361 -23 -6.0%

Registration Increases  
September 2020 – September 2021

Make Sept. 
2020

Sept. 
2021

Change Percent 
Change

Toyota 961 1,136 175 18.2%

Jeep 670 719 49 7.3%

Hyundai 320 358 38 11.9%

Acura 26 59 33 126.9%

Tesla 38 68 30 78.9%

Mercedes-
Benz

49 74 25 51.0%

Lexus 92 112 20 21.7%

Honda 701 720 19 2.7%

BMW 57 75 18 31.6%

Mitsubishi 20 36 16 80.0%

mailto:scott%40reg-trak.com?subject=

