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NEWSLETTER
January 5, 2022

Anderson Report: It's a Crime
BY IADA PRESIDENT BRUCE ANDERSON

It’s a crime! 

I remember yelling that when I was a student at Drake 
University 40 years ago. I went to college a decade 
after the civil unrest at many campuses. Although I 
yelled, “It’s a crime” as a protest, it wasn’t a particularly 
worthy cause. 

A fellow student that I barely knew had gone all out to 
compete in a Mr. Bill look-alike contest sponsored by 
the Student Activity Board that featured a grand prize 
of two tickets to a Bruce Springsteen concert. For the 
Springsteen fans, this was in 1981, and The Boss was 
touring in support of his album The River. That means 
that this was after “Born to Run” was released but 
before “Born in the USA” was recorded. Springsteen 
was not yet an international superstar, but this concert 
was still a really big deal. 

Despite being the only contestant in costume, full 
makeup, and a yellow wig, and even though he had a 
spot-on perfect impersonation of Mr. Bill’s trademark 
“Oh no!” voice, this guy did not win the tickets. The 
contest judges (made up entirely of members of the 
Student Activity Board) awarded the top prize to a 
fellow member of that board who didn’t even bother 
to use a high-pitch voice when imitating Mr. Bill. It was 
clearly a rigged deal. The one who had done the work, 
followed the rules, and made the effort lost out to 
some jerk who had done none of those things. 

It was a crime. And I screamed about it. I got a lot of 
other people in the crowd to start screaming about it 
too. The judges hastily reconvened and were deep in a 
panicky consultation when the “winner” saw the error 
of his ways and handed the Springsteen tickets to the 
guy in the costume. 

I don’t tell you this story to prove to you what a nerd 
I was in college. I share it because there’s something 
similar going on in automotive retailing right now. 
There is a "disrupter" automotive retailer or two (okay, 
maybe three) operating in Iowa without doing the 
work, without making the effort, and without following 
the rules. It’s a crime. 

I am serious. Engaging in the business of selling motor 
vehicles at retail in Iowa without following the rules is 
criminal behavior. You can check out Iowa Code §322.14 
if you don’t believe me. Violation of the Iowa Motor 
Vehicle Manufacturers, Distributors, Wholesalers, 
and Dealers Act can result in fines up to $1,500 or 
imprisonment not to exceed 30 days. It’s a crime. And 
I’m yelling about it. 

Ames/Collins-Maxwell/Gilbert High School students Becca Calkins (left), an alternate, Gage Myers 
(center), and Charles Duster (right) pose with the prizes they received for their first place finish in 
the DMACC Automotive Skills Contest.

DMACC Automotive Skills Contest 
Winners Announced
The 2021 DMACC Automotive 
Skills Contest concluded in 
December. Eight teams competed 
in the hands-on portion of the 
competition, with students from 
Ames/Coll ins-Maxwell/Gilbert 
taking first place. Instructor Leland 
Staton achieved a rare feat as the 
educator responsible for the top 
three teams in the competition. 

The winning team received tools 
and supplies donated by the Iowa 
Automobile Dealers Foundation 
for Education and IADA, as well 
as scholarships from the DMACC 
Foundation. 

1. Ames/Collins-Maxwell/
Gilbert 
Gage Myers & Charles Duster 
Instructor: Leland Staton

2. Boone/Ogden/South 
Hamilton 
Chase Friest & Mason Smelcer 
Instructor: Leland Staton

3. Ballard/Madrid/Nevada/
Roland-Story 
Wyatt Lewis & James 
McKenna-Mero 
Instructor: Leland Staton

4. SWCC Career Academy 
Wyatt Vasey & Marshall 
Eddleman 
Instructor: Jeff Sorenson

5. Mount Pleasant High School  
Jason Shirkey & Tate Garmoe 
Instructor: Jerry Crouch

6. Southridge DMACC Career 
Academy 
Tyler Wicker & Nicholas Martin 
Instructor: Doug Kennedy

7. Fort Madison High School 
Drew Davis & Trey Edwards 
Instructor: Jeff Gerdes

8. Valley High School (West Des 
Moines) 
Seren Castellano & Reese 
Hardy 
Instructor: Timm Grimm

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/322.14.pdf
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Dealer News
Season of Giving
Iowa dealerships generously supported their 
communities this holiday season. 

Clemons Auto Group
Each November, dealerships in the Clemons Auto 
Group have a sales contest. The prize is split with 
the winning sales team and the Shop With a Cop 
program, which pairs police officers with children 
in need for holiday shopping. Pat Clemons Inc. 
(Boone) donated $1,225 and Clemons Inc. of 
Ottumwa donated $1,400.

Lynch Ford Chevrolet
Lynch Ford Chevrolet (Mount Vernon) employees, 
customers, and community donated a record 
number of toys to Stuff the Truck for Young 
Parents Network (YPN). Lynch Ford Chevrolet has 
sponsored the event for 11 years, helping YPN 
support more than 100 young families.

Dana Curtis and Meredith Meyers of Young Parents Network 
accept a donation of toys from Lisa Lansing and Hally Rittmer of 
Lynch Ford Chevrolet.

If you have dealership news to share, email bbungert@iada.com.

Inventory Repairs Exempt 
from Sales Tax
Labor and parts used in repairing or reconditioning motor vehicles held 
in inventory by a licensed Iowa automobile dealer are exempt from Iowa 
sales tax. That is true regardless of whether the vehicle is repaired at the 
dealership where it is in inventory or by a third-party vendor. 

Dealership service and parts departments performing repairs or providing 
parts to other dealers for purposes of repairing or reconditioning vehicles 
in inventory, including independent dealers, should document the fact 
that the vehicle was in another dealer’s inventory by noting on the repair 
order or purchase order that the customer was a licensed Iowa dealer. 

The DOT publishes a list of all Iowa licensed dealers that is updated 
monthly and can be used to verify whether a business has a dealer license.

Businesses Must Transfer Tax 
Filing to GovConnectIowa
GovConnectIowa, the state's 
new tax portal, must be used 
by businesses instead of eFile & 
Pay starting this year. All existing 
permits for sales, use, withholding, 
and fuel tax have been migrated to 
the new GovConnectIowa platform, 
which launched in November 2021. 

After February 4, 2022 eFile & Pay 
will not be available for sales, use,  
fuel, and withholding taxes. 

For information about how to 
create a log on for GovConnectIowa 
read GovConnectIowa: Logons & 
Accounts from the Iowa Department 
of Revenue.

In Memoriam: Paul Rouse
Paul Rouse, former owner of Rouse Motor (Grundy 
Center), passed away in December 2021.

Webinar: Legislative Update
Want the inside scoop on the legislative session? The 
2022 session begins on January 10, and the IADA 
government relations team anticipates a busy session 
full of legislation of interest to dealers. 

IADA President Bruce Anderson and Legislative 
Counsel Brad Epperly of Nyemaster Goode PC will 
co-host a legislative update webinar on February 9 to 
inform dealers about what's happening in Des Moines 
and share how it might impact your business. 

Wednesday, February 9 
9:00 to 10:00 a.m.

Register to attend.

mailto:bbungert%40iada.com?subject=
https://iowadot.gov/mvd/buyingselling/dealers.pdf
https://iowadot.gov/mvd/buyingselling/dealers.pdf
https://govconnect.iowa.gov/tap/_/
https://govconnect.iowa.gov/tap/_/
https://govconnect.iowa.gov/tap/_/
https://govconnect.iowa.gov/tap/_/
https://govconnect.iowa.gov/tap/_/
https://www.abelsfuneralhomes.com/obituary/Paul-Rouse
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5790230961873561612
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5790230961873561612
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DEALER DEADLINES
Consumer Credit Code Notification 
Form
Every dealer arranging auto lending must file a 
notification and pay a $50 fee to the Iowa Attorney 
General by January 31. All dealers who sign retail 
installment contracts must file. You can find dealer-
specific instructions on how to fill out the form in our 
online Legal Library. 

Form 8300 Notification
The IRS requires that customers who are identified 
on cash reporting Form 8300 during 2021 be notified 
in writing by January 31, 2022. Form 8300 is required 
to be reported on any consumer transaction in which 
your dealership receives more than $10,000 cash. The 
notice must state your dealership name and address, 
the amount you reported on the form, and a statement 
that the information has been reported to the IRS.

For additional information, consult the IRS Form 8300 
Reference Guide or the IADA Legal Library. 

OSHA Form 300A
OSHA Form 300A for 2021 must be posted from 
February 1 to April 30. The form, which is a summary 
of work-related injuries, must be posted each year, 
even if no recordable work-related injuries or illnesses 
occurred during the year.

The form and instructions can be found on OSHA’s 
website.

Share Scholarship Applications 
with Students, Staff
The Iowa Automobile Dealers Foundation for Education 
will award $2,500 scholarships to students interested in 
pursuing careers in the automotive industry this year. 

Anyone interested in working in a dealership is 
encouraged to apply. Applications and guidelines can 
be found at iada.com/scholarships and may be filled 
out online or on paper. Up to 25 scholarships will be 
awarded to students interested in dealership careers, 
including future service techs, accountants, and 
marketing specialists.

Contact Mary Cason with questions. She can be reached 
at mcason@iada.com or 515.440.7625.

Regulatory Refresh: Watch For 
Trademarked Terms in Advertising
Thinking about having a Super Bowl 
sale? What about a March Madness 
promotion? Think again unless 
you get permission from the NFL 
or the NCAA. Both of those terms 
are trademarked and their use in 
advertising is prohibited without 
permission. 

Phrases like "the big game" or "the 
tournament" are safe to use, but 
make sure to review all ads and 
promotions to make sure they 
don't inadvertently infringe on a 
trademark. 

Other Trademark 
Terms to Avoid
AstroTurf

Band-Aid

Freon

Frisbee

JumboTron

Kleenex

Popsicle

Putt-Putt golf

Styrofoam

Super Heroes

Thermos

Zoom

Use Permanent Ink on Title, 
Registration Paperwork
It is best practice to use black or dark blue permanent ink when completing 
title and registration paperwork. 

Forms completed using erasable ink frequently smudge, resulting in 
counties sending the deal back to dealerships. Smudges or obvious 
erasures can void documents, requiring replacement and slowing down 
the process.

https://show.nada.org/2022/home/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwqp-LBhDQARIsAO0a6aLVgXYwJnXQvdMOxKjZ69f727pZFJlTAcOXCIVtLTBQCEKOWyds5zwaAo0GEALw_wcB
https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/for-businesses/creditorsassignee-notification
https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/for-businesses/creditorsassignee-notification
https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/for-businesses/creditorsassignee-notification
https://iada.com/legal-library/attorney-general-consumer-credit-forms/
https://iada.com/legal-library/attorney-general-consumer-credit-forms/
https://iada.com/legal-library/attorney-general-consumer-credit-forms/
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/irs-form-8300-reference-guide
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/irs-form-8300-reference-guide
https://iada.com/legal-library/summary-of-the-10000-cash-reporting-rule/
https://www.osha.gov/recordkeeping/forms
https://www.osha.gov/recordkeeping/forms
https://iada.com/scholarships
mailto:mcason@iada.com 

