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NEWSLETTER
February 16, 2022

Iowa Business 
Fined for Emissions 
Tampering
Companies in Iowa, Nebraska, and 
Missouri were recently fined for 
selling emissions defeat devices. 
The companies agreed in a 
settlement with the EPA to destroy 
their inventories of defeat device 
components, to stop selling or 
installing them, and to pay fines of 
$86,000.

In a release announcing the 
settlement, the EPA reiterated that 
stopping aftermarket defeat devices 
is a top priority for the agency. 

To learn more about emissions 
tampering and how it impacts Iowa 
dealerships, read the following 
articles that appeared in the Action 
Update newsletter in the last two 
years:

• "Back to Basics: Emissions 
Tampering" (August 5, 2020)

• "Restore Non-Compliant 
Emissions Systems on Trade 
Vehicles Before Selling" 
(September 15, 2021)

• "Trade Assessments, Appraisals 
Should Include Emissions 
System Inspection" (September 
29, 2021)

• "Emissions Tampering 
Illegal, Lowers Vehicle Value" 
(November 24, 2021)

• "All Dealerships Selling Diesel 
Vehicles Must Be Aware of 
Emissions Tampering" (January 
19, 2022)

What Does the End of Governor Reynolds' 
Emergency Proclamation Mean for Dealerships?
Earlier this month, Governor Reynolds announced that after nearly two years, she was allowing 
the Public Health Disaster Emergency Proclamation to expire. The proclamation, which enabled 
many of the state's mitigation efforts since March 17, 2020, officially expired at 11:59 p.m. on 
February 15, 2022.

This change will not significantly impact Iowa dealerships. In order to comply with the 
COVID-19 Response and Back-to-Business Limited Liability Act, businesses have a safe harbor 
from liability to exposure to the coronavirus if they are complying with regulations, executive 
orders, or public health guidance. On the basis of that law, and in general, a best practice 
is for businesses to comply with CDC guidance. At the time of publication, CDC guidance 
recommends masks in public, indoor settings in communities with high transmission rates. As 
that guidance evolves or transmission rates across the state decline, dealerships should adjust 
their policies accordingly.

Legislative Update: It's Funnel Week
Friday, February 18 is the first major deadline of the legislative session. To survive the first 
funnel, bills introduced in the Senate must be passed out of a Senate committee and bills 
introduced in the House must be passed out of a House committee.

IADA's proposed legislation, which would permit the DOT to issue generic versions of the 
standard Iowa license plates, is through the funnel in both chambers. Iowa is one of only a 
handful of states that require the county name on standard plates and that requirement has 
caused some supply chain and logistical issues, particularly when it comes to contiguous 
jurisdiction. 

Legislation that would address 
catalytic converter thefts received 
approval from the Senate 
Transportation committee and is 
through the funnel.

The next issue of the Action Update 
will include information about 
which bills of interest survived the 
funnel—and any that did not.

Scholarship Applications Due March 1
Future dealership employees have less than 
two weeks to turn in applications for $2,500 
scholarships from the Iowa Automobile 
Dealers Foundation for Education. 

The Foundation will award as many as 25 
scholarships to support students pursuing 
careers in the automotive retail industry. 

The applications can be filled out and 
submitted online. A PDF of the application is 
also available for students to submit. 

Completed applications must be received 

at IADA headquarters by 5 p.m. on March 1, 
2022.

Current dealership employees who are 
enrolled or enrolling in school are eligible 
for the scholarships, as long as they do not 
have a parent who is the designated dealer 
principal of a car or truck dealership.

Contact Mary Cason at mcason@iada.com 
or 515.440.7625 with questions about the 
scholarships.

Dealer-Exclusive  
Legislative Briefing
Friday, February 18 | 9:30–10:15 a.m.
Register to attend.
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Dealer News
GTG Peterbilt Wins 'Best in 
Class' Award
GTG Peterbilt was recently awarded a Peterbilt 
Best in Class award.

McGraths Named to CBJ 
Corridor Leaders 250
Pat McGrath and Gavin McGrath of McGrath 
Family of Dealerships were named to the Corridor 
Business Journal's list of 250 most influential 
executives.

IADA Members Named 'Best 
of Des Moines' by Cityview
Des Moines area dealerships were recently 
recognized in Cityview's annual "Best of Des 
Moines" awards program.

Best Local Car Dealership (Domestic)
Winner: Stivers Ford Lincoln (Waukee)
Runners-up: Karl Chevrolet (Ankeny), Willis 
Automotive (Clive)

Best Local Car Dealership (Foreign)
Winner: Willis Automotive
Runner-up: Ramsey Subaru of Des Moines 
(Urbandale)

Best Local Motorcycle Shop
Winner: Big Barn Harley-Davidson (Des Moines)
Runner-up: Struthers Brothers (Des Moines)

Best Local Automotive Salesperson
Winner: Ron Floyd of Bob Brown Buick GMC 
(Ankeny)
Runners-up: Todd Lee of Willis Automotive, Steve 
Johnson of Hummel's Nissan (Urbandale)

If you have dealership news to share, email bbungert@iada.com.

How to Properly Sign Trust 
Title Applications
When a vehicle is being purchased by a trust, such as a family trust or 
revocable living trust, it's important to make sure that the title and 
registration paperwork is being filled out correctly. 

The trust name should be placed on the Signature of Owner #1 line. All 
trustees must sign at the "By" line with "as Trustee" following, unless 
otherwise specified in the trust agreement.

For example, the title application should be signed as:

John J. Doe and Jane E. Doe Revocable Trust
By: John Doe as Trustee

In addition to correctly signing the paperwork, additional documentation 
must be provided, including:

• Evidence there is a trust via a copy of the trust, court order or letters of 
appointment, or certification of trust.

• The trust must list the trustee. The signature of each trustee is required, 
unless otherwise specified in the trust agreement or certification of 
trust, and must be followed by the words "as trustee."

• The trustee should know whether an FEIN is required or whether they 
can use a Social Security number, Iowa driver's license number, or Iowa 
identification number of an authorized representative of the trust. For 
most trusts dealers encounter, a Social Security number will be used.

The Iowa Department of Transportation created a memo detailing how 
county treasurers should handle trusts in 2021. That document may 
address any remaining questions dealership employees have about trusts. 
Contact IADA Director of Dealer Services Jessi White at jwhite@iada.com 
with additional questions.

Celebrate Your Dealership's Anniversary
Is your dealership celebrating a significant 
anniversary in 2022? Let IADA know!

Dealerships celebrating 25, 50, 75, or 100 
years in business receive a plaque and are 
recognized at a dinner during the spring 
board and annual meeting held in April.  

Contact Mary Cason at mcason@iada.com 
with questions.

LIFO Update: Senators Send Second 
Letter to Treasury
Democratic senators sent a second letter to Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 
in early February, urging the Treasury Department to provide LIFO relief.

IADA encourages any dealers who have elected LIFO to consult with their 
tax accountant and make preparations in the event that LIFO relief is not 
granted.

To learn more about this issue, read NADA's issue brief "Temporary, 
Targeted Relief Necessary to Avoid Unexpected LIFO Recapture Resulting 
from Global Interruption of Vehicle Production."
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January New Vehicle Registrations

January New Vehicle Registrations Down 6.6%
Iowans registered 11,021 new vehicles in January, down 6.6% from the 11,806 new vehicles registered in January 2021. That number 
is the lowest January registration total since January 2014, when Iowans registered 10,663 new vehicles.

IADA obtains new vehicle registration reports from Reg-Trak Inc. For more information on how you can order your own customized 
reports, contact Scott Quimby at 877.335.2525.

Registration Decreases  
January 2021 – January 2022

Make January 
2021

January 
2022

Change Percent 
Change

Chevrolet 3,000 1,894 -1,106 -36.87%

GMC 684 538 -146 -21.35%

Dodge 202 114 -88 -43.56%

Buick 227 154 -73 -32.16%

Toyota 1,141 1,075 -66 -5.78%

Ford 1,932 1,885 -47 -2.43%

Cadillac 95 74 -21 -22.11%

Audi 68 50 -18 -26.47%

Lincoln 75 58 -17 -22.67%

Porsche 14 4 -10 -71.43%

Registration Increases  
January 2021 – January 2022

Make January 
2021

January 
2022

Change Percent 
Change

Subaru 356 518 162 45.51%

Honda 581 683 102 17.56%

Jeep 719 805 86 11.96%

Hyundai 301 375 74 24.58%

Tesla 55 106 51 92.73%

BMW 85 125 40 47.06%

Mitsubishi 8 45 37 462.50%

Mazda 78 114 36 46.15%

Nissan 374 408 34 9.09%

Kia 335 360 25 7.46%
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