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NEWSLETTER
March 2, 2022

Anderson Report: The Iowa Legislature 
Has Changed
BY IADA PRESIDENT BRUCE ANDERSON

If you think automobile retailing has changed a lot, you should check out 
the state legislature. I'm not kidding, you really should check it out, but 
more on that later. It used to be that automobile dealers all knew their 
local legislators and vice versa. Those relationships were the bedrock of 
IADA’s government relations efforts. Two significant trends have changed 
all that. 

The first is that the dealer ranks have thinned and scattered. I am not saying 
that there is anything wrong with consolidation or non-resident ownership, 
but the reality is that when there are fewer dealers and many of them don’t 
live in Iowa, it reduces the likelihood that dealers and legislators are going 
to know one another. The second big change is that the Iowa legislature is 
no longer primarily made up of folks who auto dealers would know from 
the Chamber of Commerce, service clubs, or other business organizations. 

While there are still plenty of lawyers and farmers in the Iowa legislature, 
there is now a wider variety of professional backgrounds and experiences 
in both chambers. Again, that’s not a criticism or complaint. It’s simply the 
new reality. Most state legislators do not know an automobile dealer. That 
is a problem for dealers because automotive retailing is heavily regulated 
by state government. The rationale and purpose behind those consumer 
protections, road safety measures, and tax policies, and just as importantly 
the impact they have on both your businesses and Iowa’s economy, are 
not always well understood by legislators. That is especially true of new 
legislators and those without a business background. 

IADA is trying something new later this month to address the problem 
of not enough automobile dealers and legislators knowing each other. 
Tuesday, March 22 will be Dealer Day at the State Capitol. I realize that all 
sorts of associations and interest groups are at the capitol every day. Some 
hold rallies, others flood the rotunda with attendees and pamphlets. IADA 
is taking a different approach with the hope of encouraging conversations 
and new or renewed connections between legislators and auto dealers. 

We will be set up on the west side of the capitol from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
where there will be a hosted food truck serving hamburgers and pork 
sandwiches. We have invited every single legislator and also expect key 
legislative staff to be there, too. I hope you can make it as well. 

This isn’t a panicky legislative call to action because there is an impending 
vote on gutting the motor vehicle franchise act or repealing the Sunday 
sales prohibition. However, it is an opportunity to break bread with 
the people who have the power to do so and to tell them about your 
business, your employees, your customers, and your contributions to your 
community. 

If you can join us (and I hope you will), please let us know by filling out 
our online registration form. After registration, you'll receive an email with 
additional details and an invitation to an optional pre-event briefing to 
bring you up to speed on talking points and logistics.

Let's take this opportunity to get to know newer legislators and connect 
with old friends. I hope to see you there. 

Contiguous Jurisdiction 
Now Available with New 
Title Application
Dealerships may now send the initial title and 
registration paperwork to a county contiguous to the 
vehicle owner's residence when using the new title 
application.

The vehicle's owner must give permission on the 
title application for the paperwork to be sent to a 
contiguous county. If a new license plate is needed, it 
will be sent with the name of the county processing 
the title and registration, which may be undesirable for 
some customers. If, however, the license plate is being 
transferred to a new vehicle, there is not a downside to 
submitting the paperwork to a contiguous county.

Both lease and retail versions of the new title application 
are available through IADA Services Inc.

Contact IADA Director of Dealer Services Jessi White at 
jwhite@iada.com or 515.440.7611 with questions.

CDC Updates Mask Guidance
The Centers for Disease Control updated its mask 
guidance on February 25, changing the criteria for 
when people should mask indoors.

Under the new guidance, people in counties that fall in 
the Low category do not need to mask when indoors. In 
Medium category counties, people at high risk should 
talk with their healthcare provider about whether they 
should wear a mask while indoors. People in counties 
with a High community level should wear mask indoors 
in public. As of this writing, Iowa has counties in all 
three categories.

People in all three levels should stay up to date with 
COVID-19 vaccines, get tested if they have symptoms, 
and wear a mask if they are symptomatic, have had a 
positive test, or have been exposed to someone with 
COVID-19.

Check your county's COVID-19 community level on the 
CDC website.

As a reminder, in order to comply with the COVID-19 
Response and Back-to-Business Limited Liability 
Act, businesses have a safe harbor from liability to 
exposure to the coronavirus if they are complying with 
regulations, executive orders, or public health guidance. 
A best practice is to comply with CDC guidance.

https://iada.com/dealer-day-at-the-state-capitol/
https://store.iada.com/product/iowa-title-application-for-leases/
https://store.iada.com/product/iowa-title-application-2/
mailto:jwhite@iada.com
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
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Dealer News
Camping World Buying 
Bowling Motors & RV Sales
Camping World is purchasing Bowling Motors 
& RV Sales (Ottumwa), with an expected close 
date in March. Bowling Motors, a longtime IADA 
member, will be Camping World's fourth Iowa 
location, and will be rebranded at the completion 
of the sale.

If you have dealership news to share, email bbungert@iada.com.

Review IT Security Strategy Annually
It's a best practice to review network security policies and procedures at 
least annually. The review should include the following:

Password policies.
Employee passwords should have length and complexity requirements in 
line with current best practices. Additionally, passwords should be changed 
after a set period of time. (Experts recommend requiring password changes 
every 30, 60, or 90 days.) 

Locking computers.
Talk to your IT provider about whether implementing a group policy for the 
length of time a computer can be inactive before the screen locks. Many 
experts recommend 10–15 minutes, but that can change depending on 
the sensitivity of information accessed or where the computer is located.

Employee roster and access.
When an employee leaves your organization or you stop doing business 
with a vendor who had access to your network, make sure to remove 
their credentials. Reviewing a list of who has access annually—or more 
frequently—will catch any departures that may have been missed.

Network security.
All dealerships will be required to have multifactor authentication 
implemented in order to comply with the new FTC Safeguards Rule. 
Dealerships should conduct a comprehensive review of their network 
security with their IT team, making sure the tools and strategies are in line 
with best practices. Items for evaluation should include the dealership's 
firewall and other tools, such as endpoint detection and response, phishing 
prevention, and antivirus software.

Off-site backups.
When was the last time your off-site backups were validated? If the answer 
is that you don't know (or worse, that you don't back up off-site), that 
needs to change immediately. Off-site backups provide both the security 
of having a restoration point if something happens to your network and 
geographic separation in the case of a natural disaster.

Cyber liability insurance.
Review your cyber liability insurance with your IT team and your insurance 
provider. If your dealership hasn't yet purchased cyber liability insurance, 
it's time to strongly consider it. Reach out to Luke DeVenney at IADA 
preferred vendor Assured Partners for more information. He can be 
contacted at luke.devenney@assuredpartners.com or 515.237.0154.

Disaster recovery plan.
You need to be prepared if disaster strikes, and a significant part of getting 
back to work is getting your network back online. Dealership management 
and the IT team should work together to develop a comprehensive plan 
addressing what to do in the event of a security breach or other disaster. 
Once prepared, that plan needs to be reviewed on a regular basis so that 
leadership has an established playbook to follow when in crisis mode.

In Memoriam: Ed Garner
Ed Garner, founder of Autorama RV Center (Des 
Moines), passed away on February 12. 

New Title Application: Use Third 
Page for Explanations
As dealers and county treasurers embrace using the 
new title application form, the Iowa Department of 
Transportation has issued guidance to address some 
inconsistencies in use regarding the third page of the 
title application.

The third page includes a field for "Additional 
Explanation or Instructions (if needed)." That field  
should not be used for any corrections—instead it 
should be used for explanations. Anything that title 
clerks were previously including as notes, including a 
translation of manufacturer color name to the standard 
color name that counties will accept, should be included 
in that field.

Download the fillable version of page three:

• Retail Title Application Page Three

• Lease Title Application Page Three

Contact IADA Director of Dealer Services Jessi White at 
jwhite@iada.com or 515.440.7611 with questions.

mailto:bbungert%40iada.com?subject=
https://iada.com/action-update/changes-required-to-comply-with-amended-safeguards-rule/
https://www.assuredpartners.com/
mailto:luke.devenney%40assuredpartners.com?subject=
https://www.merlehayfuneralhome.com/post/edward-l-garner-iii
https://iadadm-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/bbungert_iada_com/EfRu3ysy33ZLvJoSD8vKZhQBkU0O4gl5kKequRtiYkpnXg?e=5UPcny
https://iadadm-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/bbungert_iada_com/EeaL3vvhoRRJrxuHhElPX-cBnLVbXPCn_4kC0OGENi6xeg?e=chGNyz
mailto:jwhite%40iada.com?subject=
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Legislative Update: Through 
the First Funnel
FROM NYEMASTER GOODE PC

February 18 was the final date for Senate bills to be passed out of a Senate 
committee and House bills to be passed out of a House committee. Any bills 
that did not make it out of committee, with the exclusion of Appropriations 
and Ways and Means bills, are no longer eligible for consideration. This 
deadline, referred to as the first funnel, prioritizes legislative actions for the 
remainder of the session. 

A number of Iowa Automobile Dealers Association priorities survived the 
first funnel deadline and will continue to work through the legislative 
process this year. Senate File 2229 and House File 2342 relate to making 
it optional to display a county name on vehicle registration plates and 
passed through both the Senate and House Transportation committees. 
Senate File 2287 survived the first funnel, as well as the similar House bill, 
House File 2387. This legislation relates to regulating the sale of catalytic 
converters to scrap metal dealers and provides civil penalties to reduce the 
theft of catalytic convertors.  

House File 73 was introduced in 2021 and remained eligible at the start 
of this year’s legislative session. The bill would require at least 25% of 
new vehicles sold be flexible fuel vehicles starting in 2025 with percentage 
increases in subsequent years. The bill did not receive a subcommittee this 
year and is no longer eligible for consideration. 

The top priority for leadership this year is tax reform. The House and Senate 
passed House File 2317, which lowers the income tax rate to 3.9% and 
cuts the corporate tax rate. Governor Reynolds signed the bill on Tuesday, 
March 1.

In addition to tax reform, Governor Reynolds introduced two workforce 
proposals. The first bill relates to unemployment insurance and tort reform, 
and is divided into two sections: 

Division I: Unemployment Insurance

• Reduces the maximum amount of time an individual can claim 
unemployment from 26 to 16 weeks.

• Creates a one-week waiting period for benefits.

• Defines "misconduct."

Division II: Tort Reform

• Creates a hard cap of one million dollars for medical malpractice and 
commercial motor vehicle noneconomic damages.

The second proposal relates to creating a statewide building code, work-
based learning, and healthcare recruitment. Both proposals survived the 
first funnel in both chambers. 

The next legislative deadline is March 18, when bills will have to pass out of 
their originating chamber and corresponding committee in the opposite 
chamber to remain eligible. The next few weeks will see an increase in floor 
debate in both chambers. Appropriations and Ways and Means bills are 
exempt from the second funnel deadline as well. 

The Revenue Estimating Conference (REC) will meet on March 10 to 
provide the legislature with the most recent Fiscal Year 2023 estimate,  and 
the legislature will begin to develop the FY23 budget following the REC 
meeting. 

2022 Board of Directors 
Election: Ballots Mailing Soon
Ballots for the 2022 IADA board of directors election 
will be mailed to eligible voters by March 8, 2022. 

The envelopes containing the ballots will have a return 
address for BerganKDV, the CPA firm that tabulates 
the election results. The words “BALLOT IADA” will be 
stamped near the return address.

All ballots for the district two and director at large 
elections must be returned to BerganKDV by March 28, 
2022.

Election results will be announced at the annual 
meeting on April 22, 2022. 

Grassley, Ernst Sign Letter 
Urging LIFO Relief
Thank you to Senators Grassley and Ernst who signed 
Senator Tim Scott's letter to the Treasury Department 
urging prompt LIFO relief for dealerships. Iowa's two 
senators were among more than 30 Republicans to co-
sign the letter.

International Nameplate Dealers 
Invited to AIADA Fly-In
AIADA will be hosting a Washington, DC fly-in May 
24 and 25, 2022. The fly-in will include meetings with 
legislators, which IADA will coordinate, and general 
sessions featuring former Speaker of the House John 
Boehner and other Congressional leaders.

International nameplate dealers are invited to register 
for the fly-in. After registration, please let IADA know 
you will be attending. Our team will work with AIADA to 
coordinate meetings with Iowa's members of Congress.

Automotive Tops Iowa 
Attorney General's List of 
Consumer Complaints
The automotive category was the number one source 
of complaints received by the Iowa attorney general's 
office in 2021, the fourth consecutive year it has topped 
that list. 

In all, the attorney general's office received 516 
automotive complaints. Of those, 142 were related to 
parts and repairs, 91 were related to warranty plans 
and services, and 64 were related to financing. 

Beyond automotive, top areas of consumer complaints 
included home improvement (363 complaints), 
imposter (334 complaints), home goods and services 
(270 complaints) and personal services (268 complaints).

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=sf2229
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF%202342&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=sf2287
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=hf2387
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=hf73
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2317&ga=89
https://www.scott.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/LIFO%20letter_17Feb2022-final%5b1%5d1.pdf
https://www.scott.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/LIFO%20letter_17Feb2022-final%5b1%5d1.pdf
https://www.aiada.org/news/events/aiadas-2022-washington-dc-fly-in
https://www.aiada.org/news/events/aiadas-2022-washington-dc-fly-in
https://www.aiadaonlinepay.org/AIADARegistration/FlyInReg.aspx
https://www.aiadaonlinepay.org/AIADARegistration/FlyInReg.aspx
https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/newsroom/consumer-complaints-return-to-pre-pandemic-levels-in-2021
https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/newsroom/consumer-complaints-return-to-pre-pandemic-levels-in-2021

